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By MANHATTAN RAIN
Group 1 winner of $1.3mil and half brother to Champion 

Sire Redoute’s Choice ( sire of $100mil winners) by 
Encosta de Lago (Australia’s best ever Sire)

from HOLLY GO LIGHTLY
Stakes placed daughter of Desert King ( sire of Champions 
Makybe Diva & Desert War) and half sister to NICONERO 

(winner $3.4mil), NICCONI (winner $1mil)

BIG STRONG MATURE FILLY BRED TO WIN A MILLION!
To be trained at Wangaratta by John & Chris Ledger

Only 5 Shares left at only $4400 Per 10% Ownership

Ph: Damian White 
0418477090
AFS Lic: 387899

ONLY 5 

SHARES LEFT

OWN A RACEHORSE
MILLION $ FAMILY!

MOVE YOUR MACHINERY   
      WITH EASE!

Specialising in heavy tilt tray & 
machinery transportation up 

to 30 tonne. Tractors, excavators, 
containers & fork lifts.

610 Archer Rd, Shepparton
Fax: 5823 2810

0412 579 630

“Servicing the Goulburn Valley”
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LIFT ‘N’ SHIFTLIFT ‘N’ SHIFT

 Fixed rate home loans

 Variable rate home loans

 Debt consolidation

 First home buyers

Get the best Get the best 
home loan home loan 
availableavailable

119 Wyndham Street, Shepparton
(03) 5831 6699 | www.brokerhouse.com.au

Australian Credit Licence 388807
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E.P. KENNON L.L.B.
SOLICITOR

Specialist Specialist in Water Lawin Water Law
Accredited Victorian Law Institute
Specialist in Property Law
Melbourne Uni - Water Law Diploma
Advice in particular on
- Claims for fl ood damage
- NVIRP Agreements
- On farm effi ciency program Agreements

(03) 58 522 555

Regular Features
Reaching Australia’s richest agricultural region
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The region’s largest 
circulating newspaper 
by a country mile

Contacts

EDITORIAL
For news tips and feedback phone 
(03) 5820 3229 or (03) 5820 3259.
Postal address: PO Box 204 Shepparton 3632
Email: editor@countrynews.com.au
Website: www.countrynews.com.au
Country News welcomes letters to the editor. 
Contributions should be short and to the point and 
submitted by 11 am Thursday. 
         Follow us:  twitter.com/countrynews_mmg

ADVERTISING
Contact your local newspaper or Country News 
direct on (03) 5820 3184
Advertising booking deadline: Wednesday, 5 pm
Email: advert@countrynews.com.au

CLASSIFIEDS
Phone 1300 660 886 Fax: 1300 714 453
Advertising booking deadline:
Classifi ed Display 12 pm Friday
Classifi ed Lineage 5.30 pm Friday
Email: advertise@localclassies.com.au
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It’s as clear as mud
By Alexandra Bathman

Still going . . . Cows are still plodding (or
pugging) along in the wet conditions.

Pictures: Julie Mercer

On the damp side . . . The skies have cleared
but the ground is as clear as mud on Mark
Williams’ property.

Daredevil . . . Mark Williams’ worker Rowena McLean doubles up as a dirt bike rider.

Last week’s rain created
a mess on dairy farms this
week.

The muddy conditions
are slowing down herds
and increasing the risk of
mastitis and footrot.

Tatura dairy farmer
Mark Williams has re-
minded himself the mud
and its misery will be
short-term.

‘‘Although, when it gets
this wet even light showers
can keep things muddy
until probably Septem-
ber,’’ Mr Williams said.

‘‘But it’s still 10 times
better than a layer of dust.’’

DEPI dairy extension of-
ficer Brendan Ley said
coping in extremely wet
conditions depended on a
farm’s layout.

‘‘Farmers can reduce
pasture damage by having
a sacrifice area to graze
cows on and off,’’ Mr Ley
said. ‘‘But that can cause
more trouble with the risk
of mastitis.’’

Mr Ley said stand-off
areas such as gravel-based
feed pads were better
options, but were more
expensive.

‘‘They have a dirt base,
good drainage and then a
layer of gravel and a lot of
sand,’’ he said.

‘‘Ideally, a farmer should
pre-plan and gravel lane-
ways in the summer be-
cause once they get really
muddy, there are only
Band-aid solutions.’’

He said farmers also
needed to implement a
high level of hygiene to
decrease the risk of mas-
titis.

‘‘They need to wash the
teats down but it’s just as
important to dry the teats.’’

Mr Ley said it was best
to wash with a low pres-
sure water hose and dry
with paper towel.

When teats are wet, cups
can crawl up and cut off
milk drainage and damage
the teat ends.

‘‘If there is only dry mud,
it’s ideal to just brush the
mud off,’’ Mr Ley said.

During wet conditions,
he said farmers were most
frustrated by the waste of
pasture and loss of produc-
tivity.

‘‘When pasture is too
wet the cows are just not as
excited to eat,’’ Mr Ley
said.

Mud, mud and more mud:
It’s sticky and dirty and gets on
our clothes,
But as it dries up, something
green grows.

The risk of paddock pugging can
cause distress,
But a dusty July is what a farmer
hates best.

How to protect your pasture and
cow hooves?
On and off grazing is just one
method to choose.

Wash and dry teats before cups
go on,
It will reduce the risk of infection
— this isn’t a con.

If teats aren’t cleaned and remain
covered in muck,
The threat of mastitis will be more
than bad luck.

— Alexandra Bathman
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