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man’s best friend

Lucky find is a gem on the farm

Well spotted . . . Chris Flynn said she was lucky to have a dog like Buckley after adopting him through the classifieds two years ago.

This lovable short-
haired border collie is
a GPS in a cattle-dog
disguise.
Every morning and
evening he locates
the cows on the
Toolamba dairy farm
he calls home and
rounds them up
before his owner,
Chris Flynn, even
reaches the paddock
gate.

Keen . . . Buckley enjoys rounding up cattle and has even tried his hand at horses — much to their disgust.

What is his name?
Buckley.
How old is Buckley?
About three years. But I got him
when he was about 12 months.
How did you find him?
After walking inside one day and
flicking through the classies in the
newspaper, I saw an ad for a dog
looking for a new home.
It didn’t have any location and I
assumed it would be somewhere far
away but I thought I would ring
anyway.
I nearly fell off my chair because it
was a girl who lived nearby who
picked up the phone.
Why was she giving away such a
beautiful pup?
The young girl who had him was
going overseas to do some
nannying.
Why did you want a new dog?
My old working dog, Molly, was 14
and she decided she was retired
and wouldn’t step outside of the
garden.
What is his personality like?
Lovable. He is really friendly, not
boisterous at all.
He will always come down into the
dairy pit for a pat from either me or
my husband, Owen.
He will sit in the ute and watch us
work. It’s really cute when he sits on
his paws — it’s been a missed
photo opportunity for my daughter
who loves to take photos on the
farm.
He is also great with my
grandchildren.
What’s he like with cattle?
Marvellous.
I’m really lucky to have him — I
would be lost without my dog.
When I take him off the chain and
walk to the motorbike you would
think he had disappeared but really
he has rounded up all the cows at
the paddock gate before you get
there.
He can remember exactly what
paddock they are in — even in the

dark.
Although, since I’ve started using
him for the cattle he now thinks he
needs to round the horses up and
they don’t like that at all.
He will also make sure all the cows
are pushed forward in the yard.
He sounds like the perfect farm
dog — does he have any bad
habits?
He will chew my thongs. Never my
boots or other shoes but always my
rubber thongs in summer.
Does he have any friends on the
farm?
We have a kelpie-cross called
Dippy who is five years old.
They get along well but I’m
surprised Dippy doesn’t get jealous
because Buckley gets all the
attention.
What would you do without
Buckley?
I think I would retire.
I’ll retire soon anyway but losing him
would push me to retire.
He is an absolute gem.
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