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man’s best friend

High-five leads to farm life

Give me five! . . . Locky has been
giving unprovoked high-fives ever
since he was pup.

How does a farmer choose a puppy from a litter?
How do they know if it has the potential to grow
into a suitable dog for their farm?
Many people choose a dog with certain
characteristics such as shy, friendly, confident
or cheeky.
But for Robert Powney, it was an unprovoked
high-five.
The seller of the border collie couldn’t believe
his eyes and wished he had upped the price.
The dog enjoys life helping Robert and his
father, Lawrence, on their beef and contract
work property at Mundoona.

Making his mark . . . The farm
ute is always covered with
Locky’s muddy paw prints.

Getting some exercise . . . Lawrence said the border collie was
getting a little bit on the tubby side.
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What’s his name and how old is
he?
Robert: This is Locky and he is two-
and-a-half years old.
Where did you get him?
Robert: We saw an advert in the paper
for pups in Seymour.
We had been looking for a short-
haired border collie for so long, so we
went and got him straight away. He
had come from the Bendigo shelters
initially before an older man in
Seymour decided he would sell him.
I’ve heard there is a bit of a special
story with how you, Robert, and
Locky met?
Robert: Well, there were two other
dogs, but when I opened the gate
Locky walked towards me.
I bent down to say hello and he
extended his paw out to give me a
high-five.
The owner couldn’t believe it and said
it was the first time he had seen him
do that.
Lawrence: He also said the price had
gone up! But Locky was a bargain for
a border collie.
So it’s not the usual sort of hand-
shake trick?
Robert: No no, he will raise his paw up
so you can give him a real high-five.
It sounds like it was a friendship
meant to be. What has he grown up
to be like?
Lawrence: He is a bit of a sook, but he
is a beautiful dog.
Robert: He can sense when you’re not
feeling too good and has a way to
calm you down. He is very faithful.
Lawrence: There is something
different with him, different to any
other border collie I’ve met. You feel
terribly bad if you ever have a bit of a
growl at him.
(Reporter’s note: Locky was adamant
I continued to pat him as I sat and took
my notes. He even nudged my hand
with his snout, as if to say, ‘‘More
please’’.)
Why would you ever need to growl
at him? Does he get up to any
mischief?

Robert: He pinches boots and hides
them — and not just our farm boots.
He will pinch Mum’s good boots and
we sometimes won’t find them until
we cut the hay.
He hates the possums so he will have
a go at them.
Can he do any other tricks?
Lawrence: He can do all the basic
commands, and he will speak. He has
a friendly growl in the morning to tell
us to hurry up.
What is Locky’s favourite thing to
do on the farm?
Robert: He loves the ute and will
always beat us to it.
Lawrence: There are always muddy
paw prints on the ute, that’s for sure.
Sometimes we have to be careful
though because he will jump in before
us and we can sometimes forget to
check if he is there.
He would be in a lot of trouble without
a leash if we decided to go into town
instead of just driving around the farm.
Have you had any close calls?
Lawrence: No, not yet — but
sometimes we can be halfway down
the road when we get that sudden

shock to check to see if he had snuck
on the back.
Does Locky get along with your
cats?
Robert: They all get along.
Sometimes they will play-fight.
What would life on the farm be like
without Locky?
Robert: It would be dull.
Lawrence: We find you start talking to
him down the paddock — and if
someone was to hear they would think
we were loopy!
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