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Court says crop at no GM risk
By Alexandra Bathman

Impact unknown . . . Goulburn Murray environment group chair John
Pettigrew worries what the impact ‘‘super plants’’ may have in future.

Environmentalists have voiced
their concerns surrounding the
unknown threat genetically modi-
fied foods have on the natural
environment following a unique
Supreme Court ruling last week.

Western Australian organic far-
mer Steve Marsh sued his neigh-
bour Michael Baxter, alleging he
lost his organic certification for
more than half his farm after GM
canola drifted onto his land from
Mr Baxter’s property.

The court ruled against Mr
Marsh, stating there was no evi-
dence of any genetic transference
risk by the GM canola.

Goulburn Murray environment
group chairman John Pettigrew
said genetically modified plants or
‘‘super-plants’’ posed a possible
threat to organic or native species.

‘‘Our worry is some super-plants
are a risk to our native environ-

ment and landscapes,’’ Mr Petti-
grew said.

‘‘We see genetically modified
foods (as being) similar to cane
toads purely because of the risk if
they escaped into our native vege-
tation.’’

Mr Pettigrew said a GM plant’s
advantage could be a hindrance if
the need to control it arose.

‘‘If they are herbicide-resistant it
reduces the way we can control
them if they escape,’’ he said.

Victorian Farmers Federation
grains group president Brett Hos-
king said the case was unfortunate
for the farmers involved, who were
once good friends.

‘‘Discussions on genetically
modified foods have a lot of
emotion, but we have to discuss
the emotion along with the facts,’’
Mr Hosking said.

‘‘It’s an opportunity for organic
regulators to look at their certifi-
cation standards.’’

Mr Hosking said GM crops had

scientific research and test proce-
dures that proved they were safe
for consumers, and people needed
to remember GM crops had strict
guidelines.

‘‘It goes before federal, state and
sometimes government
regulators,’’ he said.

He also said farmers who had
chosen GM crops should respect
their surrounds and be open with
their community prior to planting.

Safe Food Foundation director
Scott Kinnear said legislation
needed to change.

‘‘State and federal governments
have continuously stated that the
solution to any GM contamination
events is common law,’’ he said.

‘‘This has clearly failed and
demonstrates that the law has not
kept up with new technologies
such as GM.’’

! More on page 6.

Murray Goulburn jobs will go
By Geoff Adams

Murray Goulburn has an-
nounced it will shed 54 posi-
tions across five factory sites
in Victoria.

Four will go at Cobram and
three at Rochester.

Managing director Gary
Helou said the redundancies
came as a result of changes
within the company’s oper-
ational processes and activi-
ties.

All impacted staff have been
promised full entitlements,
counselling and career
transitioning services.

‘‘The removal of roles is
never a decision taken lightly
and where possible the com-

pany has sought to minimise
the impact on our people by
looking first to contract and
casual positions, and then vol-
untary redundancies for per-
manent roles,’’ Mr Helou said.

‘‘These difficult changes are
necessary as it is in the best
interest of all our supplier/
shareholders, staff, communi-
ties, customers and consumers
that we are a strong, viable
business, able to compete glo-
bally and deliver higher farm
gate prices,’’ he said.

Murray Goulburn recently
announced a $90 million up-
grade for the Cobram factory.

Asked about the job losses
following the major invest-
ment announcement, a

spokesperson said one of the
key pillars of the strategy was
operational excellence.

‘‘We continually review our
operations to improve efficien-
cy, productivity and global
competitiveness, including
investing in new technologies,
redesigning workflow and
work patterns, improving line
efficiencies and cross-
skilling,’’ the spokesperson
said.

‘‘The reduction in roles at
Cobram is part of that ongoing
review.’’

The reduction in permanent
roles is made up of 13 positions
at Kiewa; four at Cobram; 23 at
Leongatha; three at Rochester;
and 11 at Maffra.

The company anticipates
the changes will be introduced
during July through to Sep-
tember this year, but some
may be deferred to January
2015 due to operational and
seasonal requirements.

‘‘We continue to consult
with these staff on the impact
that this decision will have and
consider a range of options to
mitigate redundancy, includ-
ing looking at redeployment
and current vacancies,’’ the
spokesperson said.

‘‘Where possible voluntary
redundancy has been offered.’’

The company employs more
than 2000 people.

Government
reneges on
Landcare

Landcare groups have been shocked to learn
there will be no funding for Landcare grants over
the next four years, after re-assurances earlier in
the year that Landcare would be quarantined from
budget cuts.

Last week the federal Department of Agriculture
confirmed there was no money for new Landcare
grants between now and 2018.

Greens Senator Rachel Siewert said this was a
devastating blow for Landcare groups around the
country.

‘‘It is an insult, given the government is spending
$525 million on the Green Army.

‘‘The Landcare community took the govern-
ment’s word that funding would be maintained;
they took this to mean on-the-ground Landcare
funding. There will be no Landcare funding round
any more.

‘‘The department has confirmed that the entirety
of the sustainable agriculture side of the national
Landcare program funding has already been
contracted or committed. Funding from regional
NRM bodies is all that remains.’’

Minister Barnaby Joyce met with a delegation
from the National Landcare Network at Parlia-
ment House in April.

After the meeting, network chairman David
Walker expressed confidence that the assurances
would allay the groundswell of concern that had
swept through the Landcare community.

‘‘Minister Joyce has reaffirmed the Coalition’s
pre-election commitment that the full Caring for
Country and Landcare budgets will be maintained
into the new National Landcare Program,’’ Mr
Walker said in April.

Rain on the horizon . . . Photographer Rene Martens captured this image of threatening weather at Chesney Vale near
Benalla last week.

May rainfall totals close to average
A late May deluge brought the

month’s rainfall figures close to average
for many northern Victorian districts.

At Shepparton a total of 53 mm fell for
the month, which was close to average,
but a further 32 mm was recorded last
Sunday which is recorded in June’s
figures.

The outcome was similar for many
other towns.

At Echuca 52 mm was recorded, with a
further 33 mm on Sunday.

For other centres: Benalla 28 mm for
May (Sunday 16 mm), Kerang 26 mm
(Sunday 8 mm), Kyabram 69 mm (Sun-
day 27 mm), Mangalore 50 mm (Sunday

31 mm), Tocumwal 45 mm (Sunday
31 mm).

The Bureau of Meteorology says the El
Niño-Southern Oscillation is currently
neutral, with patterns in the tropical
Pacific Ocean and atmosphere consist-
ent with the early stages of a developing
El Niño.

Despite two climate models (BoM and
MeteoFrance) easing their prediction
slightly during the past month, all but
one of the eight surveyed models indi-
cate an El Niño is likely to develop by the
Southern Hemisphere spring.

The bureau says El Niño is often, but
not always, associated with below-

average rainfall during the second half
of the year across large parts of southern
and inland eastern Australia.

Daytime temperatures also tend to be
above average over southern Australia.

The Indian Ocean Dipole is also
neutral. Current model outlooks suggest
the IOD will remain neutral throughout
winter, but are showing a weak trend
towards a positive IOD in spring.

A positive IOD event increases the
chance of below-average rainfall across
much of central and southern Australia,
and can therefore exacerbate rainfall
impacts should it coincide with an El
Niño event.
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