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 Fixed rate home loans

 Variable rate home loans

 Debt consolidation

 First home buyers

Get the best Get the best 
home loan home loan 
availableavailable

119 Wyndham Street, Shepparton
(03) 5831 6699 | www.brokerhouse.com.au

Australian Credit Licence 388807
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MOVE YOUR MACHINERY   
      WITH EASE!

Specialising in heavy tilt tray & 
machinery transportation up 

to 30 tonne. Tractors, excavators, 
containers & fork lifts.

610 Archer Rd, Shepparton
Fax: 5823 2810

0412 579 630

“Servicing the Goulburn Valley”
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Contacts

EDITORIAL
For news tips and feedback phone 
(03) 5820 3229 or (03) 5820 3259.
Postal address: PO Box 204 Shepparton 3632
Email: editor@countrynews.com.au
Website: www.countrynews.com.au
Country News welcomes letters to the editor. 
Contributions should be short and to the point and 
submitted by 11 am Thursday. 
         Follow us:  twitter.com/countrynews_mmg
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Contact your local newspaper or Country News 
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Robots on the job at Dookie
By Alexandra Bathman

Technical talk . . . Durham Prewett chatting about the dairy’s vat
systems with Dookie dairy worker Ash Gabler.

Doing it by themselves . . . Forty cows have been trained to
‘volunteer’ for the new milking system.

Exact fit . . . The milk cups use laser technology and are programmed
to fit the udder of each cow.

Milking robots started a new era
for University of Melbourne’s
Dookie campus with the opening
of its state-of-the-art $2.5 million
dairy on Friday.

One by one, a herd of 40 cows
proved they could be milked with-
out a farmer — although there was
a crowd of curious onlookers.

Veterinary and agricultural sci-
ence dean Ken Hinchcliff said the
investment was a strong commit-
ment to the future of Australian
agriculture.

‘‘It will generate new data and
knowledge for the agriculture sec-
tor,’’ he said.

University of Melbourne lec-
turer and researcher Brendan
Cullen said the cows ‘‘volun-
teered’’ to be milked two to three
times a day.

He said the cows all had ID tags,
and smart gates drafted them to
where they needed to be.

Once a cow is in the dairy, the
$250 000 units use laser tech-
nology to place the milking cups
on the teats.

Dr Cullen said an accurate level
of pasture and food allocation was
needed as an incentive for the
cows to move through the system.

‘‘The herd is together in one
grazing area and move through
three other grazing areas through-
out the day,’’ he said.

Veterinary and agricultural sci-
ence deputy dean Brian Leury said
the dairy had been milking the
herd for about a month. He said it
took about two weeks for the herd
to adapt from a traditional farm
system to the robotic dairy.

‘‘It wasn’t as big of a challenge
as anticipated. It’s all gone fairly
smooth,’’ he said.

‘‘But the labour is needed. You

need people to be in the shed to
train the cows.’’

The campus plans to have 180
cows moving through the dairy in
12 months’ time so it can evaluate
the system with a larger herd.

The aim of the teachings and
research is to integrate robotic
milking into farm systems of
northern Victoria and southern
NSW.

Third-year agriculture students
Claudia Gebert and Nick Minogue
said they were excited to see how
the system worked.

Mr Minogue plans to be a dairy
farmer after his studies and said he
was eager to see if the system
would ‘‘be proven’’ because labour
was the biggest issue.

‘‘There are only about 25 in
Australia so it’s good to have one

at our fingertips,’’ Miss Gebert
said.

The herd currently produces
about 2000 litres of milk a day
which is collected by Fonterra
from Seymour.

The dairy utilises its waste water
in settling ponds and generates 50
per cent of its energy from a 30 kW
solar panel system.

The project is part of the cam-
pus’ $5 million ‘Dookie 21’ plan in
partnership with Rural Develop-
ment Victoria and the dairy was
manufactured by Lely Australia.

Campus director Ros Gall said
the ‘Dookie 21’ plan had also
resulted in new silos and animal
handling facilities and an infra-
structure upgrade to irrigation.

Mrs Gall said algae ponds and a
biodigester were still to be devel-
oped.

Looking to the future . . . Third-year agriculture students
Claudia Gebert and Nick Minogue say the new dairy will benefit
all current and future students.

Observing the changes in cow behaviour . . . Peter Williams
from ADHIS, former Dookie campus employee Chas Dickins
and the college’s past principal Barry Croke.
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