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UDV supports
Chinese FTA

An Australian free trade agreement with
China is an opportunity for growth, not a threat,
says the nation’s largest dairy farmer lobby
group.

‘‘We’re primed and ready to boost our milk
production in the wake of an FTA with China,’’
UDV president Tyran Jones said.

‘‘And we look forward to helping the Federal
Government secure this trade deal.

‘‘An FTA with China means more Australian
jobs. Dairy already directly employs 43 000
people and even more along the supply chain,’’
Mr Jones said. ‘‘But we can employ far more, if
the deal with China goes ahead.’’

Mr Jones dismissed fears that FTA-driven
growth in Chinese demand for Australian dairy
products would lead to a shortage on local
supermarket shelves.

‘‘The fact is we can supply Australian and
Chinese consumers with more than enough
safe, reliable dairy products — from drinking
milk to cheese, yoghurt and infant formula.

‘‘And I can assure every Australian that our
dairy farmers can produce more than enough
milk to meet their needs. We have the resourc-
es, skill, land and water to produce far more.

‘‘Twice a day, almost every day, we put the
cups on our cows and pump 9.2 billion litres
into our milk vats, through the factories onto
supermarket shelves and into export contain-
ers.

‘‘Just think about the fact that each Austra-
lian drinks an average 107 litres a year, and
then you realise why we need a strong and
growing manufacturing and export sector.’’

Mr Jones said every Victorian dairy farmer
should be proud of the contribution they made
to the nation’s economy and should be demand-
ing their local politicians did all they could to
get the Chinese FTA across the line.

Mr Jones said New Zealand already had an
FTA with China that gave it a huge tariff
advantage over Australian dairy farmers’
exports.

‘‘So we’re glad to hear Trade Minister
Andrew Robb’s comments that he will secure a
New Zealand plus dairy outcome with China
and we look forward to helping the government
secure this deal.

‘‘Australian farmers want an FTA that means
our exports to China are tariff-free by 2019.’’

Two systems score 100% water allocation
For the first time in 15 years, the

Goulburn and Loddon systems
have reached 100 per cent of high-
reliability water shares allocation
by August 1.

Northern Victoria resource
manager Mark Bailey made the
announcement last week, saying
there had been continued good
inflows to many of the major
storages.

Entitlement holders in the
Murray, Broken and Bullarook
systems also received increased
seasonal determinations in the
latest announcement, with the

Bullarook system receiving its first
seasonal determination for the
season.

The Murray system has in-
creased by eight per cent to 84 per
cent of high-reliability and the
Goulburn and Loddon systems
increased by 10 per cent to 100 per
cent.

Dr Bailey said the Broken sys-
tem would increase by 12 per cent
to 46 per cent and the Bullarook
system would move from zero to
30 per cent.

He said the seasonal determina-
tion improvements had come from

continued good inflows to many of
the major storages across northern
Victoria.

‘‘Recent rainfall has maintained
catchment run-off and stream-
flows, particularly in the Murray
and Goulburn systems.’’

Dr Bailey said allocation trade
from NSW to Victoria was limited
to the lesser of a net annual
volume of 200 Gl or the volume
that keeps the risk of spill in the
Murray system below 50 per cent.

With the risk of spill in the
Victorian Murray system greater
than 50 per cent, trade from NSW

into Victoria was limited to the
volume of trade out of Victoria to
NSW, he said.

The availability of trade from
NSW into the Victorian Murray
system will be recalculated on
August 11 and the 10th day (or
following business day) of each
month thereafter.

The volume owed to the Murray
system from the Goulburn sys-
tem’s inter-valley trade account is
currently more than 200 Gl.

Trade from the Goulburn, Cam-
paspe and Loddon systems to the
Victorian Murray, or to NSW and

South Australia, is allowed while
the total volume owed to the
Murray is less than 200 Gl.

The volume in the Broken sys-
tem’s inter-valley trade account is
currently 1500 Ml.

Trade from the Broken system is
allowed when the balance of this
account is less than 1500 Ml.

Further trade opportunities
within this limit will be created
when the river operator calls out
water to meet downstream de-
mand during the season or if there
is trade back into the Broken.

Mercury drops
below freezing

The crunch of frost underfoot headlined the
end of July and beginning of August when
overnight temperatures plunged to –3°C and
lower around the Goulburn Valley, and much
colder closer to the mountains.

Shepparton’s minimum temperature plunged
from a balmy 4°C on Friday to –3.3°C on Sunday
and –3°C on Monday, while not far away in
Kyabram it was a similar story, bottoming out
at –3.2°C on Sunday.

Further east, Benalla’s coldest morning was
–2°C on Monday but up in the hills of
Strathbogie the frost drove the minimums to
–4.6°C on Sunday and –5°C on Monday — the
hamlet’s lowest recorded minimum for 2014.

Echuca’s lowest temperature for the year also
occurred last weekend, with 2.5°C on Sunday,
and it was a similar story over the border in
Deniliquin where on Sunday the thermometer
dropped to 3.5°C.

Later this week the forecast for the north-east
and north-central districts is for cloud and
isolated showers.

Looking further ahead, the Bureau of Meteor-
ology forecasts for southern and eastern Aus-
tralia show cold front events with potential to
bring widespread rain are now expected about
August 16 to August 20, August 23 to 27 and
September 5 to 9.

Cotton moves south
By Alexandra Bathman

Good result . . . Berrigan grower Noel Baxter said his cotton
crop produced more bales than expected in the first two seasons
and produced more than nine bales.

Sharing knowledge . . . Noel
Baxter with Jason Scott from
Dupont Pioneer at the Grains
Research Update.

Does cotton grow down
south? . . . Geoff McLeod and
Lochy McLeod think so. They
plan to grow cotton in 2016.

A Berrigan grower has told
other farmers cotton had
outperformed his expectations.

Noel Baxter was speaking at
the Grains Research and Devel-
opment Corporation’s Grains
Research Update in Moama
last Thursday.

Mr Baxter said cotton was
working well on his family
farm Namarang and expected
it to get better as varieties and
technology improved.

‘‘People said it wouldn’t
grow in Berrigan so really
anything is possible,’’ he said.

Mr Baxter started growing
cotton at Berrigan and
Colombo Creek in 2011-12 with
his brother Glen and father
Kelvin on 100 ha, and is now
growing the crop on more than
300 ha.

‘‘We probably won’t see
more cotton further south than
what we already have, but I
think there will be more expan-
sion in places like Berrigan,
Deniliquin and Jerilderie.’’

Mr Baxter said just because
he grew cotton, he wasn’t a
cotton expert.

‘‘I don’t need to be. The
agronomic advice is excellent.
You can grow cotton without
knowing a whole lot about it.’’

The highest crop result on
Namarang was 13 bales and the
lowest was 7.5 bales with the
average net income for the
cotton being $5000.

Mr Baxter discussed and an-
swered growers’ questions
about the risks of growing
cotton in the region, including
the cold weather and a wet May
and June.

‘‘If it gets wet, it will dry out.
But if it has too much weather,
it can get discoloration and
heavy discounts at selling
time,’’ Mr Baxter said.

He said the industry was
developing a biodegradable
film to keep soil warmer in the
colder months.

Finley grower Lochy Mc-
Leod grows wheat, barley,
chickpeas, canola and rice with
his father Geoff McLeod and
attended the event.

‘‘We are looking to grow
cotton in 2016 to diversify our-
selves and to spread the risk a
bit more so we are not locked
into the one market,’’ Mr Mc-
Leod said.

Mr Baxter told growers cot-
ton was a ‘‘very marketable
crop’’ for lint and seed.

‘‘It’s not hard to sell and there
is a big market to sell in.

‘‘Anyone that grows it can
sell it. The main key to success
is to do a good job of establish-
ing the crop on time.’’

Mr Baxter also told the grow-
ers cotton wasn’t for everyone,
as not all soils and farm layouts
were suitable for the crop.

First crop in more than 50 years

Waiting game . . . Kilter Rural agricultural operations manager Michael Neville inspects the
cotton crop as he waits for drier weather to resume harvesting.

An agricultural investment
firm is growing cotton in Vic-
toria.

This season’s harvest of the
trial crop at Winlaton, about
39 km from Kerang, has been
interrupted by rain.

‘‘It’s a game-changer for this
district,’’ Kilter Rural agricul-
ture operations manager Mi-
chael Neville said.

The cotton crop — believed
to be the first grown in Vic-
toria in more than half a
century — is part of a diversi-
fied cropping program under-
taken by Kilter Rural on land
owned by superannuation
fund VicSuper.

Kilter Rural is using a num-
ber of properties located be-
tween Kerang and Swan Hill
to grow tomatoes, sorghum,
corn and lucerne using
computer-controlled sub-
surface drip irrigation sys-
tems.

Mr Neville said they had
proved cotton could be grown
here.

‘‘The yield will determine
how successful we are, but I
am cautiously optimistic.

‘‘We have to balance the risk;
that’s why we have diversity.’’

Mr Neville said new cotton
varieties had enabled crops to
be grown further south of the
traditional cropping areas of
NSW and Queensland.

The dominant cotton variety

grown at Winlaton has been
developed for a shorter season
and benefits from some of the
highest reliability water avail-
able.

The placement of the plants
above the sub-surface pipes
and measurement of water
and nutrients further
optimises the crop growth.

Six other cotton varieties
have also been trialled at one
end of the crop.

In addition to its diversified
cropping portfolio, Kilter Ru-
ral has also developed en-
vironmental wildlife corridors
with native grasses and graz-
ing areas.

This is believed to be the

first cotton crop grown in
Victoria since a crop was
grown at Robinvale in 1962
and most likely the first com-
mercial crop.

Mr Neville said Kilter Rural
hoped to increase the size of
its crop in coming seasons.
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